
St. Catherine Laboure Church 

Finance Council Minutes 

March 14, 2019 

CALL TO ORDER: by Mary Anderson at 6 pm 

OPENING PRAYER: offered by Fr. Fred LeClaire, CMF 

ADORATION/MEDITATION: led by Marie.  Marie read a book report written by a 6th grader who 

wrote his report about the Bible.  Thank for the giggles Marie.  She also read a prayer from St. Teresa 

of Calcutta.  Next month: Candie will lead. 

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Mary Anderson, Marie Carbajal, Maryellen Chavez, Mike Chavez, 

Candace Hall Trish Ketchmark, Rachel Smith, and Fr. Fred LeClaire. 

ABSENT: Therese Baker, Lance Wilson (both excused) 

GUESTS: none 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC: none 

PARISHIONER CONCERNS to Finance Council members – none 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES from February 14, 2019 

Marie made a motion to approve the minutes from February 14, 2019 as submitted.  

Candie seconded the motion.  Approved with all in favor. 

APPROVAL OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS for February 2019 

Rachel – asked why there were no Admin salaries entered in January? Tammy replied that we 

will need to ask Janeen.   

Rachel – asked why there was a negative $200 for stole fees? Tammy replied that we had 

checks needed to be written to Claretians at the end of the month, but the money was deposited 

in February. 

Marie – asked if the money collected for the CDA is sent directly to CDA?  Tammy replied 

that checks are sent directly to CDA.  If the donation is cash, we are required to issue a parish 

check. 

 Trish made a motion to approve the Financial Statements for February as 

submitted.  Rachel seconded the motion.  Approved with all in favor. 

OLD BUSINESS 

• Replacement of hall kitchen wall oven – Father reported that the oven purchased is electric, 

but the old oven was gas.  As the kitchen will need some remodel work in order to complete 

the hood over the stoves, it has been decided not to replace that oven. Mike Chavez will try to 

sell it on Craig’s List.  The Fridge is done, and the old fridge is now in the St. Michael room to 

hold water only. 

• Alarm System Update – Still waiting for the parts to arrive so the installation can be 

completed. 

• Scholarship Committee report – Marie & Mary.  Originally it was decided that since Charles 

Moore was not active in Knights, we would not award a scholarship this year.  Then shortly 

after that decision, we were informed that Charles has paid his dues, but is not active.  All 

paperwork with the exception of meeting the requirement for ministry involvement was met.  



Mary and Marie asked the Council to consider awarding a scholarship based on the criteria that 

was met, disregarding the requirement for being active in ministry as Charles works out of 

town.   

o Rachel asked if they had set new criteria as was discussed at the last meeting.  Mary 

replied, no, they were asking if the Council would consider this alternative for this year. 

o Trish replied that the criteria for this year was set, but not met by the applicants.  In 

order to award a scholarship, the criteria would need to be revised.   

o Marie added that the requirement to provide tax information is something that is done 

for any scholarship. 

▪ The decision was that no scholarship to be awarded this year.  The 

scholarship committee will rework the criteria and resubmit it for the 

Finance Council to consider for awarding a scholarship in the coming 

school year.   

• Opening New Bank Accounts / investments update – Mary provided some new rate 

information which is subject to change based on Federal Reserve information.  She indicated 

that available rates, apps, fees and services will influence the decision for what bank we work 

with.   

o Rachel asked if Mary had spoken to the Diocese about the banks they already work 

with.  Mary replied that Doug Pritchard was out on vacation, but that she will speak to 

him regarding which banks they would allow us to use.   

o Mary added that some of the banks who do online banking do not have an app available 

for use, and the office would probably prefer an app.  Tammy replied that she saw no 

reason for an app, as long as there was a website available for transactions, and for the 

accountant to use for bank reconciliation. 

o Mary also reported that some of the bank’s websites were difficult to find information. 

Tammy expressed concern that if they are difficult to find information, it may also be 

difficult to work with should we need to access our money. 

o Tammy expressed a concern over the availability of the money we invest with banks 

that are not well known or are relatively “new.”   

o Rachel pointed out that one of the things we should ask for when considering a bank is 

what their policy is regarding availability of funds. 

▪ After the discussion, it was suggested to stick to know companies such as 

Synchrony, Allied, Barclays, Discover, Citibank 

• Parking Lot issue / engineering survey – Mike Chavez will begin the process of developing 

a plan for the parking lot.  He will contact various paving contractors to get more information 

regarding cost. 

• Snow removal – Mike Chavez call Jim at Sacred Heart to see who they used to clear the snow.  

Father has talked to Gregg Cuka regarding snow removal from the parking lot.  Gregg will be 

available for this in the future.  For the sidewalks, Father suggested we can consider renting a 

snow blower.   

• Hall kitchen upgrade – response from parish groups?  Father did not do this yet. Will 

need to include electric rework due to problems with overloading the current circuits. 



• Rectory addition/remodel bids – Father received a note from his Provincial regarding Fr. 

Alberto Ruiz.  He is not looking at being here until after his sabbatical once his position is 

complete in New Jersey in October. This could mean that we would not have Fr. Ruiz here until 

June or July of 2020, and many things can happen to change this plan between now and then.    

o At this time, we are not going to move forward with the remodel, until we have a 

letter of commitment from the Claretians to sending someone here. 

NEW BUSINESS 

• 2019-2020 budget 

o Tammy will verify the cost of the car allowance for priests per month from the Diocesan 

guidelines. 

o Rachel asked if Father had contacted any of the contractors regarding the rectory 

remodel.  Father replied no, due to the lack of a letter from the Claretians. 

o Father feels we can forego any consideration of two priests for this upcoming fiscal 

year.  Tammy will delete the column for the 2 priests scenario from the reports and 

resend out the budget for consideration. 

o Tammy expressed concern regarding the taxes for the Road 1 West property.  We need 

to verify if Mr. Peterson going to put cattle on the Road 1 West property.  There needs 

to be actual agricultural activity, or this may affect the tax status of property.  We were 

granted the agricultural exception when all of the information was sent to the County.   

o Mary added that she was told we may be able to get the property off the tax rolls if we 

provide the County with information that we have a “caretaker” on premises.  Father 

replied that we have already heard from the County that we cannot change the tax status 

to “non-profit religious” as we do not have religious activity there. 

o Rachel asked if the reason for the large increase for Adult Bible Study was due to 

running two programs?  Tammy replied that Anita is expanding the offerings to the 

evening Bible study group to include more FORMED programs.  There is a cost for the 

materials that will at least partially be offset by the attendees paying for their books. 

o Maryellen asked about the plans Dennis indicated for having Robert Barron programs 

in the library.  Tammy replied that once Dennis has finished offering the program as a 

class, it is available in the library.  They are not available for checkout until after the 

completion of the program to minimize potential loss of the DVD’s. 

o Father reported the Diocese is suggesting a minimum 3% increase for salaries, and a 

3% to 7% increase for benefits.  Father suggests we consider 5% as it’s in the middle. 

o Father reported the Diocese is considering moving to a cloud-based system for 

accounting. The priests are not in favor of this plan as it will cost the parish $1,000 per 

year, plus $1,500 per person for training.  The Priests have suggested moving to Quick 

Books.  By 2021 the Diocese will move to a new system. 

o Maryellen commented that the APS cost has significantly increased.  Tammy replied 

that she has received some notices indicating that we are not producing as much solar 

electricity as previously.  This is most likely due to the weather we have been 

experiencing, however she would like to have the system checked to make sure. 

o Father suggests we have the solar company check out our system and consider what it 

would take to do 3-phase so that we can replace our AC units with 3-phase units. 



o Tammy reported that the RICOH copier is working finally!  Parts were replaced and 

the machine is not stopping every time we use it. 

o Marie asked if the expenses for the Spanish Mass were taken out of the Spanish Mass 

Collection.  Tammy replied that they are.  Father added that if we had Fr. Alberto here, 

the Spanish Mass income should go up.  This should cover any increase in activity they 

may have in the way of new classes or activities. 

o Tammy will rework the budget numbers as listed above and send out new reports.  

Copies will be printed for everyone for the next meeting. 

• Sunday count review – Nothing to report – Good job everyone!  Mary reminded everyone that 

the March 5th Sunday count team is Team #1. 

OTHER ITEMS:  

None 

MEMBER CONCERNS –  

ADJOURNMENT 

Marie made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 pm. Candie seconded the motion.  

Approved with all in favor. 

CLOSING PRAYER: offered by Father Fred. 

NEXT MEETING: April 11, 2019 at 6 pm in the St. Michael Room 

 

SUBMITTED BY: Tammy Holmes, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 


